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He that justffieth the wicked^ and he that 
condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the Lord. solomon. 

All these things spake Jesus unto the mul~ 
titude in parables; and without a parable 
spake he not unto them. Matthew. 
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A VISION. 

fcXODVS* XX* 7* HEBREWS, XIII* 4 

7%o« i^i// not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain, for the Lord mil not hold 
hjni guilt less thai taketh hit name in vain, 
* Marriage is honour abte in all, and the bed 
Wtdtiiled: but tfltoremongers and adulterers 

God will judges 

> . ■ ■ • 

It is not tny intention, my christian 
friends, to give any ^ illustration of these 
words in a regular discourse. I adopt them 
merely as piotjos. 

Nor is it my intention, to address to you 
a sermon* 

\ What I shall offer on the present occasion! |i 

will be in the form of a vision* supposed ' 

io be presented to ^ mind. 

As I 'would not be misunderstood, allow 
hie to repeat it. 

What I shall address taybu, on the pre-* 
sent occasion, Will be a Fiction; in the form 
irf.c vision f supposed to be presented to the 
fcjind. I shall have nothing to do with 

fith'er . real characters, or real scenes* 

rh^sethatl shall present before you, 
wilt fee fictitious; such as the creative 
$6werctf fancy may call into birth '." 
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I am aware, ihat-this is a mateFialtievkH 
tipn, from4iieaisuaI wcde oCppeacHj^ i»^t 
ooes^it-not*, at- the vainer timet frear^vefy 
near resemblance' to that adopted by oar 
Saviour; and adopted By him almost inva- 
riably? viz, the v pdfa8bticrThe parables 
wtu*» fee 4#yej-;e4 wf%ef#t^; } %mv- 

put s^ifl, v*» taemsejx^s, they wetejictumf. 
And as:he is <itir pattern iVnay wj--aat4e*i-' 
,tatrhftg? ^AM neing a »petf«^:$ii&e^ 
can we rmitateliim, and do wrong? ■ 
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face, to the object beiore me?; enly. entreat- 
ing your serious and candid attention, to 
what may at present be deli vered. • .* 

c ; ..: - . : . ' i . J 7 ', , r: .;.■ . 7 • v m . y ;t . = . .1 ' ■ . r .-• .. ^ ^ ■ 

' Philander was a man of noble and digni~ 
fiea n seattftoent& L Mrha^l read much, but 
he had reflected more^HV was a 'piristian 1 

in truth',' aucKfh^de^dVnbV #ojb education, 
or from fashion: but from 
conviction. He had Examine 

for tne ^hrisManM^h: ahd^liWdwh wa& 
founded upon a; rock.* c . " ,J -•« ; ; : J : 
''Neither washer a^Chtisuan ia speculation, 
but in practice. Truly might it He saldf of 

hni s tfcaV<ThkK^ 

in him.' v pis^kpirit ^f modelled B$ 'tfiat <>? 

his Ma$ter^;fewentfyj$b^ 

his h'ea^erfty $ atherfV&ntfy '{wanfe vofetr 

towards mankind, his 
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aniuj&ted bytJiechj-iptiaiKfeith.all-posscs&T 
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r.EsjitJifeBacfWfSPiHff 
pajjy v^jie(;tf,it.v,«s» 

rexailj^ pas^iops.. 

ianIo^«its«flw»p]e 

aBgedfflraieinjio- 

fl4 wopi^dcd witJi-; 



lelmecfliy the mj-| 

<|()«tjlj; ^.(^('it Bsen* pra»wof >p.i?.ws 
resignation, 'Re ^uldttftve WBB£<{ *** Pi(fa 
dgWj 4a a/w^e oo'lftorek " '*''">';•'' ." 

-■--„ •>.-„ ^ Xmmedia.tely' 

>nveye<f tq si 
>iu'rej bad been". 
fifery prospect 

ling ep an e^ence to survey rts^ 
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arrested" by a ttbvemetrt/k r a 'ifis&tteei- 
As it approached the jilaee from wfcli 
|ie was* viewing it, lie could, perceiye) f hat 
it consisted of a vast htultftlude of peoplei 
Presently the sound of music vibrated 
\ipbti the ear: every countenance beameu 
With gladness: nothing 'wad heard but 
mutual congratulations; 
• It wasybowever, butamotnentafygle^m,. 
Not a countenance of the vast :fl$Ap^.v. 
assembled, but what had assumed a very " 
different aspect On some Were depictedn' 
cold chilling indifference, heart-wound- 
"irig ^Version, dark-brooding jealousy* 
inveterate hatred, yancourotts malignity, 
unrelenting persecution.On others,bitter 
disappointment, _ peifflve melancholy, 
hlovv-wfasting #riev dark despair. On 
others,' again, the most manly indignation, 
the most generous disinterestedness, the 
most undaunted courage, the noblest 
Fjerbisni. . . 

•The scene continued thus for some; 
time; when it again changed, and assumed' 
k ffior« melancholy aspeci ' •• ; • "' - : ; • 

A death-like silence reigned. It was '$uc?* : 
deeded by the appearance of the Borrbwv 
i\\\ habiliments of mourning; A corpse was^ 
borhe along; it vanished out pf sight: jvTieft; 
a general burst of indignation followed, 
which appOaredto peril etratethe very regir 
ons of tae dead: which Bcltoedi and re-' 
echoed, as if rtwould sound throMJall 
' the world: as rf%wbtd#reachtlre rraibtesV 
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reward, and what wiH siiljefet fofckafefc- 
meiat, in the future world. 
. "Listen witb attention, whilst I relate tfr 
thine astonished ear, a scene of outrage 
which m/ist fire thee with indignation; a 
ifcle of woe, ^liatttiust fill' thee w$tl* the 
tenderest compassion. Aad if thon coast 
toot hereafter, 1 ive tt*ad mire, live to reform/, 
or to reprove, whatever in&y be wrong. 
Jty an excelleut example^, invite to gootE- 
n'ess. By the^purity bfthyprinciples ? use 

• thine utmost endeavours to exterminate 
er.il. By thine energy ami zeal, stem the 

* torrent of vice, wmeh : threatens to sweep 
away the barriers of virtue. . .:■ ■ \ 

' Nor think, &r .a moment, of deserting- a 

'ijiost, where so much is to be done; or 4*f 

.leaving a world, where so much is^ to he 

amended. And remember, for thine en- 

^couracrement, that if thou be not weary 

fin well-doing, in due season thou shaft 

. j$ap an ample recompence. > 

Whilst I occupy thine earwiththerecital 

* of suffering, tyranny, Or of>pressiou, dis- 

miss from thy mind; all ideas of Outward 

[distinction. View mankind, as mankind; all 

: qual in the sight of God; to whom "thereiis 

flip high, no low, no great, no small. -View 

them as equally children of this One 

TJni versa! Parent, and equally probationary 

.' beings in the present state. Remember, 

\ that 'all are accountable to him for their 

actions, and thrit all will hereafter receive 

fromhim a^cowiintf^thflsird***^!^.! 






t * Whwre thou *tfcay£st : $$fcoy0r !€T?W> 
J«arn prudence; wlier^ tb<*u mayest be^ 

fcokl tedgnation, leaxu patience. By the 
deformity of* vice, be deterged frpmeyyt 
by the aqnableoess: oi yittue^ |>e allured 
to goodness; tbat thus, by avQwlihgth^ 

<x&,4md Mowing the other, tb^ft j»&j^ 
escajje rtisery y and- obtain bhsfc" , . K ;J 
, Thus upvke die heaveuly CJe^his, and 
proceeded as follows. . ,? " 7.':< ;. 
.,. "Tbis Kland, Philander, bears _ -the; ho* 
nowmbje and holy name of; Christiana,": 
"Christiana! exclaimed Pbilafader, with 
astomshrctea*, What tiftimty is there be- 
tween the name. ,ttf the lantf, and the 
character of the people ? Should not the 
Christian riameaiidtke Christian spirit^ 
be inseparably united f' i . .».;/ 

, u Dkoutrt less .tlieyH&hoidd, replied tfie> 
• Genius; and be wb<*ad^£8 the one, and 

violates the jotlje>\>>will f receivJe teseju'ftjr 
a more dreadful vdqonji ;. , , . . ;. . 

■ u fiutbe«otha^y,ariiiie^n4idPliilander, 
1» thy judgments; , neither expect freip 
mankind absolute petfec tioi>» ; Wert thoii 

i pssfedtlyi 4(tfju*iwted, witk tb£ inbaj^itaats 
of Chistiana, perhaps t^u mi#b*m im^i 
Ho adroit ? though. n|«c^ m i'^bbpr. And 

i ue^ershoaW the innocent, be eonfomided 

; witfe^eiigittli^jjtbo^fe iks.&tiUy c te 
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o? Goli,%^<>Utite$ jwTTio^. r feoi«rDr^be, 
parity-, &m#xv& toeei but JittJfcitor knmpi 
$4ar^odyii*tt*fasf!we Hijp' *prightfy y *ai 
tfcoafW happy ,? •'•' ^' i<» vj.ii- ... ♦ 

"The preumv ' reign^pninee, J duw I>I. 
^ As diitirtfeufched ill bisyoiito bywewry 
jtaanly and' noblfe sentim^ento Be»nti*i>l 
%fere< t&e bio$sxwn* of t*is «arly >«ai>; 
rich the autumiial fhiit which they 
i>mmise«l • tt» ' i&e' 'bebbltlqr. Liberty i\va» 
liis : darling 'theme; the Happiness *of the 
people, his most a#ctef it wish. Pow*rM'as 
possessed, rt(0t ffor selfish .acftbition* b»t 
to pro In ate the frefoace of t&e gemeval 

« 4 ^8uch M^^ithef^lin^ % Jff liidi Julian 

was f animaLe(l) suoh idftie chaaciaop ttfhidh, 

4*# |tt<$le$se4 'to adiiure. Bat mark,' 

iPhilau^^v *!** ^aa^^ nianl T he tem^- - 

1ati4M>s-^f *'G6«*t,iia*lQd toy Julian's warm 

M)d generous feelings, Were too powerful 

tie? life Keltt&r' ^at'tteipk*. iftemve spa-dad 

»her«Mart*eill»before;hMifi 7 a«d JjiiHati was 

^ taught jalier <silkett suams. E**chdfited% 

<!the 4eoekfol < atteitt, s*kki {lid h^fbecodge 

b^^a ; «erMe 'of betatron* flfoufery,?a«a 

suggested tor 'his 04m*»feratibn tttfd 4££K>- 
*#£k its ^tr^l^fottBWntet riteflufcn • «e,i i r&ifeht 
i*^*tltt hilftf *%rmb &d mobfe.vto nWie 
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tliose of d&sipated pleastfreV • V; f 

-'''But Julian, alas! had no taste 'fbf* 
matrimony. It never is the taste of the 1 * 
votaries of pleasure; or never, tilt pleasure 
has ceased to gratify desire; and then it - 
i* only res6rted to as a shelter from the* 
sfcortn. < . .:.,/ 

•*'But • his gaiety arid dissipation ha<£* 
involved him in diffieulllies. The proposal' 
was therefore acceded to with a view of 
relief j so it was said, and so it was believed. ' 

•"The accomplished Matilda, £ foreign 1 
princess, was his destined bride* If beatity> 
oould inspire' lbve ? l if goodness cquid\ 
ensure esteem, MMda's lot was etfvteble* 
atod happy. She possessed those certain^ 
inarfcs of "a gboq heart, ' • frarikness : and* 
dperiftess of disposition j 'an itnsuSpectinsf- 
confidence in 'Matftind, afftfb fifty ; : and : 
condescension of manners, ftrfeasHtfesfc to* 
be pleased, arid a dwigbt'to please. To'sue^ 

cour distress, to ^mmhriicate happines^- 
waS her ; purest bliss. * All who, ; from' 
Vitff ubus prindrjile^ cfbilld- a'pprecifcte hW 
character^ n saW Iter : With ■ envy,- yet y foi 
e'nvy 'loved*' ' ■'• ;:f;; -' '"•-■'• > * >'» '* •' • ' ? 
^'However,* forliSS a?tnW of ' M%m, *he r 




associations of youth, had endeare^t^ liw 

iter Steps; a^tratogfer^y a k^detaiftl>*<l& 
•site n&fter abo^eV-Bbf aWft hfcweVei We**: 
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ing the happiness of all that lived i sh£ 
J^odly tjboiigfit, t^at all that lived, enter- 
taineq the same benevolent feelings to*- 
wards herself. And sh# was just in so think* 
i ug. She had r a right to expert the same 
IfMUln^ess fifom others, as she herself was> 
filling to shew to them. It was a feeling 
that; angels, shtffe* '& constitutes the, h«a~ 
jjeo of the teaJ^ of light. . . 

"The n up tiaU we re celebrated with every 
demonstration of joy; and all seemed au- 
spicious of a hfippy! union.. But the bright-* 
est mora,, J8 frequency the harbinger of 
at cloudy day* tp IWg. so; with Matilda, 
the hapless Matilda! For scarcely h*4 she 
bec-orne -the^ wedded wife, ere she fbujni 
herself the disconsolate jvidow;not imtieed 
frott^ the ; death -of Julian; bi||; ^rom the > 
alienation of his heaj-t;or |he discover 
of; the fajtaj secret, -that that heart ha$ 

ftejvcr hfejw hm'%, no^withstapding ijp& : 
lpwe and fidelity had been plighted at 
tjjfc.altai? &( G^dj. and notwithstanding; 

4M *H«h My. »am£> of Goji ha4 \&Wr 

Wqfeqd t^.sarjqtiou %>. sptemrfc ae% 4 
■■"An " only child was the fRu^t , of -«p > 

i^dlii^^ilfPl^.witaiii 

hu^a|3(^ .'5 i> b- '' .' : , :'.' ':•••• •'••'•' 1 

t&i; pftty reasons i^psj^JH^ 
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kmbility'tb' command his indinatlons.** : r - 
"Command his inclinations) exclaimed 
Philander. Is this the sacred obligation 
of the' marriage vow ! Is. the name of 
<xod invoked, to be trampled in the 
dust! Nay, I will not ask, if' this be re- 
tiirion; is it even: common morality? If 
we may violate our promise^as fancy 
or caprice may dictate, where' is tlte 
stability of social confidence? And if we 
live no command- over our inclinations', 
where is the distinction .betwen: virtue 
and vice?" ...*•: •■.: • 

"True; replied th» Genius. There cant 
be b» crime so hateful in the sight of 
God, as toi invoke hi& name to the> 
sanction. «£ a falsehood; on to invoke 
it in truth- and sincerity, and then to 
dishonour it br infidelity and treachery. • 
An* if*o«»: plighted* iir his holy pr** 
sence^ be not suificienit to ensure feirb- 
fulness, it would be in vain to look fo? • 
k fibttY any^athe^nioti\ r eilIf th»sttoag-' 
est ties cannot bind 5 certainly the weak-' - 
fist will not; . 

"To a^th«t man has ii© command over • 
him iiidinatiotos, ifc:nekher consistent wit& 
^digion* nor, morality. Life is ,a. stete of 
ppOLha*iaa^ and tbi8iimplies, a; grower? to - 
do right, and a power.tn do wron^f. Mrin ■ 
aouW W*©therw>ise i be; an . accountable 
Uiir ? i€xmlrf he oot .^ppre^desire, wb<m r 
des^wre~<toiinb^,a£'w6 un* r 

ju&ikaob taiieitaiptBaBlijiii^iiiar tb^I 
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bf crime. He wdald be i'm-" 
failed by. fetal necessity; the crime would 
not be his, b»l - his Maker'!, .he acted, 
agreeably to hii nature; and bis Creator 
ouJy is to blamei But^'let no roan say 
when he i* tempted, I attt tempted of God* 
%• God cannot be. tempted with ey i I, nei- 
ther ttmpteth he any man; bqt-every man 
is* tempted, when, ne is drawn away of 
his own lust, aud enticed." 

':'It was ' not,- therefore, that Julian bod* 
no command over his inclinations; lie did 
not exert that command; or he had lost it. 
•by the.perversion of ins nature. 

?'An acldicteduess to pleasure, parti- 
cularly ' if it he of an unlawful, description ; 
will darken the mind, taint the heart, cor- 
rupt the? moral .principles, effeminate the 

cliftrftcter, aB| df render Otoe human being 
ike mete slave of * passion. In-such a case, 
it-wouldbe next to a miracle, to command: 
hie Inclinations, y , 7 ; r 

"Audit wonid be almost a&dihScult, to lov& 
wkat. was amiable.. /Vice- can no move* 
harmonize with virtue, than midnight) 
darkntss^ wean unite: wrthiifckUday light. 
When nature, is {perverted, tby exteessWe 
indulgence, and Vinlnwful gratifications, 
go*d is th(en>eyii, ay il as theh good; beauty 
da&irmtty , 1 deformity Deputy. .■: .\h>~ • • • • 

Ferhapsy had . Julian • been blessed witk> 
virtu wis propensitiqsv his imloinrwith JHa>4 
tildai mip&L halve been >attkpfetely i»appy«» 
H&i ymmd^M^ /least,: We -barf cjaadonr,,. 



tobear ircili littjIeinfifiuiti^Si-Atjd-he wpjn)<f 
liaye had honour, also, to have kept Taj$ 
word. If he had sworp to his o/wn hunk, 
lie; would , have sworq, Rod changed nof . 
iAo.d jf he, could ijot have felt the senti,* 
W'gtg of a -lovejr, hB. Vwtuld undoubtedly 
■hate ftift.those, of a. friend. , ■<.,,,' 

. l "But,'njad;.Iuhaq no tenderness for Ma» 
tilda? Affhy then did he sacrifice her hap* 
.p l uie?s'bj''pakiflg her his wife? . 

"fKdne niaery with a, view to ftliete 
himsph°j&oih,euiharrassnients^Wh«rethen 
Was his,grati| iide to his deliverer, inspurnjpg- 
.her frorh'his p^ese,gpe^ .■',' '' . .. ■' (• 

VYas thjsiKe.jgp^ r by whjph.he was 



'people, for, ■ ■ ,, ■ . i ... 

. t Mmw y w f w i m$wJ*fc'i .•; ■>:.■.•• 

-'"'$ Wl%d«i'j(u^4n;siet|( 

, fhe'i, ^iousmjite. tqiiden- 

.cyU injt&.^&Rtjjl.Aji^Xt-. 

>mp] fjfeaj:«[f(?od,*o..toe 

.sacr< ,con|c>en«^,^q,^ve 

h.p.^ lafrjppe^pw, to.coHf- 

.' juga jets aad )pqpi sajfesp 

ampi^ei r e^ji('s^.cal<fuj|gte^tj-' r: — - : 



Vice ah^ misery through &e land. For if 
'Christiana, or any other country, should 
'Witness the time, when the holy vow of 

• marriage may be 'violated with impunity, 
"or ridiculed as a iblly, then she is a land 
\>f adultery and fornication; of every spe- 
cies of licentiousness, immorality, and 
vice; then there is no obligation ^ in pro- 
'misesj no faithfulness in friendships, no fi- 
delity in engagements, no confidence i& 

■ the generalintercourse df life. 
* 4 Ph ilander, mark me. The world can ne- 

• Ver 'be good, tsatf never be happy, until ft 
x he formed on the model ^of ure domestic 
1 sphere; and that sphere distinguished hy all 
' 'its amiable atfractidhs of vfrtue^hjaYmony, 
" and love. He tfhodoes tijost^d^bntribute 
<• to this, is the wdrldVftest friend. fje frho 
'does-most to opjx^'it** judge, Philander, 
-what he is. t ^ • : : \ 

."The dotrtestjc virtues, are the loveliest 

>bf#Bthe Virtu^ mid therefore, the feest 

"■ caleula ted to -pVbmote tfte general wehV-e. 

<Fhe oppp^eVfi^^are the'tbost aMiorrent 

of all trie vieasj aad theWfore v th& most 

" lernicious. in. their influence wpon map- 

:ind. f Trom : ^Wfti&i SprragT #e pur- 
-est happiness. Frt>nfci me latter, the 
*fno9t u poigftarit misery tftat #an fdrtare 
^he breast. A& tlte We^Hfeiroiiejd^ 
chived, betrayed, despoiled of her ind- 
-cenee, and dishoaotired. J A^k die afflicted 
"Ifefrerits of that hapless creature; ask their 

•preflaatofe- aud-sortowful gwes. What Is 



the libertine, but a polluted degraded 
being; callous to every .good feelings lost 
to- every noble sentiment j riotinff in the 
despoiling of virtue, and derivingTris hap-; 
piness from the misery of others? • • ■;. 

"Let poverty inflict its chilling evils; let 
sickness Waste the body by excruciating 
pains; let death sna£ asunder t^ie ties of 
friendship mid ibveV fet the^fcleiv btosfc 
the grain in the unripenefl eitf; let ;the 
pestilence, poison rite to With' iti ^nfecti* 
ous vapours,* 'let the delugetoll aljfrng With 
its irresistible force; letlftfc tempest sweep 
the ^eai¥h with its impetuous turyj le" t *the 
thunde> shake the heavens With its most 
terrific peals; let the 'lightning flash Witft 
its most vivid .'glare; let the volcano pour 
forth ftg %uid fire*; ^and the efctthqpkte 
ingulf within its dreadful jaWgj but fet ftot" 




^that cati befall inor&fej Are ble^in^» uht. 
^peakable, compared. With these; The WorA 
-that can 'happen, dO ! leave the s^feet vofti- 
sotafions of virtue; arid the itifkine reward^ 
which is promised t6 virtue; in the f ature 
.Vorfd> bhrthel^. Wherever the^dert the* 
influence, • blast' all that is &o6cf; depra*te 
^^harae^r^destrdy the btidy, and -ttahVttfe 
Uoiiljat'Ottcethe occasion of. misery fee*** 
ftrid JieredfteV. ^ v 

"But Philander^ I return to the 'sorrow- 
ful narrativ^; sorrowful, though im^ro*- 
Sf^I sovrowW to vifttte, to J pt&$ r to -wth 



ry noble awT 'geperous ; feeliflg. of tfos 
heart* ^ . , . , i , .. ; j 

. .^pi^like.to an.objeet, apd.a clesire^b get 
mh $3 H o^eqt;, are^ne .aid the *ai»£ 
tmng. Ifc.nr.9s 9p :.yitAj,J[qluu}t .Jcrorn jirst 

tj]e,,tpafyiage tie./ It : was. &qqwji to his 
fiWJy.FWs ' 6 iM $& S?FS d by them; and 



Jiost 6fJ #$ r vifcst ^retches; spies, ihfqrm- 
4irs, ^^ujhniatpi^j.^iderer&^nd/aU tb^ 
#ef'v(se o^jthe sinkofipiquitj^TThej! were 
py$ii obtruded intojhjer domestic privacy f 
t(jey tampered witkjiex.seryqntS) they lawjl 
.^paues to <;ocriapL tqeif FjdeLj^y v thejf offer** 
*fr ^^ito;.pur^e'iheiJf* tteacW* E- 

tvjrq s^stoietl^^pn^eA ^^.jhadjiio 




.danger; it Was* cr^i^l^a^fff oatwp, , It 
{ pm reeeitfed ,the |t|ijej^^^ s o^ppjaii uiKjef 



. , "In short,* after $me #p#tiup$Ae ptr^bti-* 



4# .- - _ 

after every report had been ind«#ttfi&u$Jjf« 

circulated to stigmatize her character; after 

every. means had been resorted -to, ty 

form a ground of accusation against her; 

after secret inquisitions had sa£ tp inquiry 

into, her conduct; after every insultba4 

been heaped upon her, that malice cou)$ 

invent, or wickedness inflict; after evertf 

thing had been done- tp cover her witljt 

shame, and overwhelm her in misery; sh^ 

was at length accused as an adulteress; $6 

an adulteress of the most abandoned der 

gcrjptipn; licentious in the extreme, H»d 

callous to every shame* -» 

"Her accusers were her judges. Ths 
relations, friends, companions, and depend* 
ants of her husband, formed the majority 
pf the tribunal. And notwiths toeing tjptat 
she appealed against this, as giariqg in* 
justice, it was all in vaia.; , . * > t 

"She was accused too, in defiance pf 
law. It > is the law of Christiana, that »of 
husband shall sue for divorcer who ha* 
not himself heen faithful; in the conjugal 
state. It was admitted on all hands, that> 
Julian did not ' stand * on -this i&teya^ed 
% round. Bat notwithstanding* ;t&| j-fiajk 
proceeded, and Justice was set at<noughtfc» 
eiKen admitting* that Matilda Ww \h&ti 

declared she was. . ■ ■• ; i 

."fu* fre^;fe^ 4agt> §U jicHJe* $te 

part of innocence* »h& was unsu^pkinu^l 

&m&&&$&'8$W& &M tor. «#afiditog 
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confidence, that it might have been justly 
denominated, carelessness, or imprudence. 
Never was a temper more open and 
artless. And she was as open in her actions, 
: as she was in her temper. And if these, 
Philander, be not • proofs of innocence; 
it is totally impossible to say what are. 
Innocence always was, and always is, 
Unsuspicious and open. It is its very cha- 
racter; it is inseparable from its existence. 
Witness children; their artless simplicity, 
their sprightly carelessness. 
- "It is the villain, Philander, that is 
suspicious; that adopts a cool calculating 
caution, a studied affected demeanor; that 
goes lightly on tip toe; that speaks softly in 
whispers; that pries into every nook and 
corner, and looks carefully around him 
before he acts. "Every one says the saviour, 
that doeth evil hateth the* light, neither, 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved: But he that doeth truth 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
made manifest that thev are wrought in 
God." ....'.. 

"If there be one truth clearer than ano* 
ther ? Philander, it is this; that guilt and 
suspicion innocence and unsuspicion, are 
inseparably connected. They ever were so,' 
and they ey,er must be so, while matt 
remains man. ....••.. < 

-'Matilda, therefore, was innocent;- for 
was unsuspicious. • * -' '■ ■ [ 

»be was inaooent, also 5 bee^inse^e - 
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shrunk not from inquiry, but courted i£| 
she anxiously courted itj and was unhap- 
py at its delay. She appealed to it with 
the most fearless intrepidity. She looked 
forward to it, if founded on just ano\ 
equitable principles^ with the utmost con- 
fidence. She felt well assured, that if jus- 
tice were administered, her innocence 
would triumph, and her enemies be over- 
whelmed. 

"But she had not justice; yet she triumph- 
ed. For in the midst of the investigation, 
her vile accusers felt their weakness, and 
hastily retreated. They had vainly thought, 
that the people of Christiana would have 
lent their aid. But the people, at least, 
nine-tenths of the people, viewed the pro- 
ceedings with the utmost abhorrence; as. 
an outrage on all justice, humanity, and 
religion. 

' "Never was more done on the one part,' 
to disgrace, and on the other, to honour, 
a nation, since the world began. For never 
was there at the same time, so remarkable 
a display, of the very worst, and the very 
best of passions that can exist in the breast. 

If there was deep malignity to destroy the 
innocent, there was also manly indignation, 
to frown it into shame. 

'"But the support, the sympathy, the 
auction of the people; could not ultimately^ 
avail to l 'proiect the injured. Persecution,. 

was leagued with power,; and it still raged. 

'MmiaaMitftatrr wfofcrMatiluVs frame haft 
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received -a shock,, from, he* u&par&lkled 
sufferings, which W&s rapidly hastening the 
period of her dissolution. She was hunted, 
fche was perseuted to death. The barbarou:* 
malignity that had pursued her for yeais, 
preyed upon her vitals, and burst herheart , 

u Yet it was an enviable death; peaceful 
and tranquil, hopeful and happy. She was 
winging her flight from the tan^s of de- 
mons, to join the society of angelic beings* 
She was leaving a world, where injustice 
had assailed her, to appear before the bai* 
bf the all-righteous judge* She was there-* 
lore, serene and happy, cheerful and trans- 
ported;. And as her spirit took its flight to- 
the heavenly mansions, she appealed to 
God for her innocence, while here on earth* 
ct Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
fpr they rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them."* 

"Here, at leask Philander, it might have* 
teen expected, that the, enmity of her per-* 
sfecutors would have entirely ceased. But, 
lib; it was not yet satiated, and it would 
ljave its fill. They would have insulted tier 
corpse; would have prevented the least 
expression of public feeling, as a tribute 
of respect* Poor, paltry, mtiful resort Ltfo© 
last resort of infernal malignity, wrjtbln$| 
ip its expiring ipituresyfpr vvantof A victku 
tp gorge its appetite. !■•'•!,• ; . s ■ * ■' • : 
J'B.'it the noble -mb<tefl pePj^p^C^^ 
tiana,, wouWVnpt be' deprive^ wifta 4wk 
thoudi sp^pwFulj -a, x^o)a^. L ^u^^ 
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would they have perished in her causey atu^ 
Hiiiigled their ashes with those of her own. 
Over her bi'ei* did they shed the tears oi 
heart-felt sorrow; in their inmost souls did 
they embalm her memory," .never to be^ 
forgotten, while existence shall last. 

'•(generous and noble people! you will 
nave your .reward* ^Tou have defended* 
y, ou, have succoured, you have comforted, 
the oppressed. The blessing: of God wil( 
Vest upon your heads. And hereafter wilt 
you be greeted, witfi the S011I7 transport-^ 

ing welcome^ * Come, ye blessed of my 
father, mjieni; the kingdom prepared for 
you from the f^uadation of the .worjd,* 
jfiov in as much as ve have done; it unto, 
©be of the least of .these my brethren* 
ye have . dope, it unto ime."^ ? \ \ -~ 

"Thus, Philander,, enqexl the urifgrtu-J 
jnate, , the, injured Matilda,; and such was* 
jdbe;sce.ne which thou hast just witnessed.'* 
.. fsQt^ heav^nlv Genius, exclaimed fhilan-r 
i$e^,Vwhat stiallX say I how give' vent to! 
iu$r. full heart T which by turns^is agitate^ 
'hy the most' conflicting/ passions; lov«e 
.And admiration, hatred and " r abhorrence. 

What a creature is man! To what a. 
Jaeight of dignity, may he hot ascend ! 
«*]p9 what a depth of debasement may he 
•no{ fall! W.ith what radiant- coioiirs did 
.the moral character appear, in the ^ene~ 
Ipous and intrepid friends of Matilda} 
How was* it dishonoured and • debased in 

tan t enemies andf • pei"secutQi^l 
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frueT and "bafbirbus wretchreVrtb' perse^ 
.eute a human creature, and a wom-tit* 
TO so infamous a maimer!' 
'"$ut knbwestthbu' not Philander 1 , "repli* 
¥d the Qfenius,' that those, of whom thoa 
thus s*pe*ikest; ; were €hfrttian&" 
l " V/ifistiahsi' rejoineoV l>hilattder r Tvitlj 
Titter astoh&hltieht. 'C^fhtiansPdidiit itfiort 
say? Oh, ifo ho$ imp^kMel'C/irisiiar^ do 
$»t trample np6n holy VbvVft; do not liate, 
malign, and persecute. .Oh.he&renry Gem* 
us, it cannot be; mipfrssihle; ' - . < • 
%< Wheh their word'Has passed 'tMrlips, ^t 
5? JnHolahle and sacred.' When rite ttamedf 



trample ft m^e^dtfst'Ttiey do to others*, 

as .they wqu1# Mt M others ^ shJ6ufddo;l6 

iheiri. They loVe each btherral brethren. 

TheV seek each' other's j ftftttl 1 ,' m ! Vrefet* 

lerice So theft ^n;3^;#u<# £%ij$- 

ally to prdmote^ap^hiessv. The^.ireHher 

ipea£ fiyil of 6tire another,; 'nor fH inV &m 

of one another; Rejoicing tipt in inidui^ 

-they rejoice Un'%e;^rnrh v j ^ freei^ 

;feTj^e ; iea<i ; 'oA^, : .^^t|ji^jr hope tp bfc 

.fpr^e^/yharmeYej- thaf'tifey would re* 

teire froni <jbd, tjirey readily arid cheer*- 

; fully sheV to men: I,bve;;w1th them, is ¥fcte 

sum and ^ubstahce df kit; the -fuminn^of 

lhe ; Taw, "tire lyoncf of perfectn&sjp their 

creed, their' practice, their spft-it; ^rirbdL 

thai he that ! lbVdeh : hdt,'ktioWetK itbt W& 



'•"It fcbei-eFore 'could not be, that the &*-> 
&&Jutors of Matilda were Christians; any 
ihoYe than evil xxiuld be good, Or darkness; 
««iit. They have trampled upon Christia- 
nity, and outraged all i& precepts." > 
- " True, replied the Genios; most true; 
but still they tvere Christians by profession* 
K»V, kome' of them were even' deemed, the 
Very pillars of the Church; and others, no; 
flonbt, Ibhdly thought themselves the fol-; 
lowers of Christ. But they Were deceived; 
Vere^vnder a* deJusiou ? thaVled them into' 

in. The j gO«' of this world had blinded' 

Weir %es^ aiid ! hardened J their feeWrts; so* 
that they knew.' not Where they Wfcrit, ojt 
what they did; that Vh'ey Were violating 
'i\tk christian precepts, ■ and dishonouring 
"the 'christian name; thtit, they "Were emci^ 
Wix\% their Master afresh, and jfftlitan'g binj[ 
tV Vv^ert shtfme, in the face of tbe wbrfch- 
"""Even admtitm£ that Mat ilUa%as^ilt$ 
*fflr 'i^teiitfingtfre proceeding instituted' a^i 
mMMierji hey most o^eril \rt<6ndemned th*l 
Wm^e dftheir Savtou*. fte Was* appealed 
tfeftyyp^set t^atfulfeVers, to jotlgfe » atf adfcfc 
Hflt«h1n ihe fa<#. Th^fcfltild be nil 
Wiiot'wlia&ve* of her grwilti^et,ihe judgeH 
"" #fc iic^bs^^ *nfdf overWhehBed.th^m witifc 

' aftier.'^lle^lhat is without sin among ydq* 
he, M hira firat c^t a'st^e^t'heW** 

hfy retired, &e are 6>ld, from' his pre> 
^ncej convicted in' their own consciences; 
^¥fi*)r^po#r linforttttiatebbject behintt 
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tiuHiJRg'ta her, he added, " Woman, wheire 
are those thine accusers? hath uo mag 
coudeimied thee? She said, No mau t Lurch 
aaul Jesus said unto her, Neither do 1 
condemn thee; go,, -and sin no more." 
: "Thus acted the. great exemplar -/.of 
Christians, on that interesting occ**ioni 
What then would he have done, had he 
been on the earth, &nd witnessed the pro* 
ceedings against the unfortunate MatiJilaj 
knowing, at the same time, all thecircum* 
Stances of the case/ how she had been treat? 
$d by her husband; how 9heba<i beep sur- 
rounded wi$h spies, and calumniators* and 
slandeiersj what infinite, $ains had been 
(aken to. form .grounds, .against her; .how. 
unfairly sbfe Was dealt -with, both in the 
construction and proceedings of t he tribjjr 
^al; that her apcugfers were her jugdesj d^ai 
her busba/icTs « relation^, friends, com- 
panions, 4 and; ; depe ncjan ts, formed . • the 
rijAJprity of . the court 5 th#t the ; charges- 
brotighjt against he,fy;were yague. and jui^ 
joefiaed; that all .kapwledg^ 1 of the wjt- 
4) esses to substantiate,; tupfcf charges* 
*jpas peremptorily .nefosejl jli^Tf an< l iW* 
jthough . she might -havp,' copvicted- then* 
$f cpnspirapy, she was not aflo wed that just 
at! vantage? Being prest nt, and knownff all 
these; circumstances^, what would Ita^e 
jfeen t he conduct of the /Sa^ioiuj <&, uyk 
♦world , the Instructor , of .mankind, . toe* 
jyreat Head of the Churefci? There cap b$ 
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?€$&&tfed tfe'prosceedin&s / ami quashed 
them with indignation.; a$ eruel, as unjust* 
as infamous. ;- • 

"But what would he hayesaid, Philander* 
kfid he seen there, holy men, aucl iften of God; 
professed men of God ; sitting in judgment 
pn an 7 unfortunate, woman, and aiding iv[ 
ber r destruction, by the most abhorrent of 
n^a^sf Conceive, Philaitder,if thoncaast;for 
gr Sef ftnd amazement check my iterance," .. 
c/JCjie Genius cejtsed. Philander was silent t 
Strpqk Wjith ja^omshment. 8nch Was th« 
poignancy'ofhis feelings, at the discovery 
of- thjs fajal trjuth,; $q dishonourable to th$ 
lioly profession, so scandalous to the Chris* 
tiaffc tttttntf} s'^hfWas 'his 'compassion for the 
&»&$» such jiis.abhorf enee of the denravigr 
pf ; o*aii(; that ha# soijie tiaae, Jie rema ined in 
a cpinplete stupor. Heat length ga\*e vehtt^ 
ij^a^icted r teehn^, in the following term!* 

*'!Qh*.J*eayeniy Gen jms, said he, I a&i los* 
i$ iastQnJ*hment! I ant t overwhel med" with; 
griff 14 {will erase from my memory, every 
meevof recollection of those mistakenly? 
failed .holy men; And their far giore ,mi$y 
te^^^ealled holy conduct, ("ify t&eii- 
fruits, ye sfcallrknow them") >..[ { ;> 

c ?$toit .1* tb&r* • wdeed a. prdy ideface; *n4 
pan,, these lhi»gs be so) rWhy'is "not virtu^ 
always honoured? why is ftot tkfei;alwbyft 
ftjbagett? Why; dees the otie-endnrett series 
pf aiBic^iott^, <pf undeserved oblQipu^ » <i(! 
unrelenting aad jmaliguapt ' persetrctiom 
andi^ip^pciiivem^aiw « wi pcoiperjl^i 

E . 
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and triumph in iniquity? T^-hear* is 
to sink within me, my faith to fail. In the 
bitterness of my anguish, jf cannot but 
exclaim, Is there indeed a providence; and 
;how can these things be? Js it wise, is it 
just, is it benevolent , in God, to suffer virtue 
to be overwhelmed and crushed; vice to 
oppress and triumph? If he were the "pa- 
'trOn of -goodness, would he not extend hfe 
shield? If he were the avenger of inncw 
eence, would he not punish the • gtiilty? 
Oh, heavenly Genius, solve me these' 
"difficulties; reconcile them with the exis- 
tence, the perfections of a providence, 
itid I atri happy." '••' 

'•■ ''Philander, Philandef ? replied the Gfc^ 
>liius, judge not too hastily. Take another 
and a more extended survey; and in an 
affair of so great importance, let hot 
the feelings of the moment, influence 
the judgment of thy soberer reason. 
- '^Look around theej contemplate the 
Vast, the stupendous, the grand systeni 
t>f the universe; Behold its complexity/ 
•see, at the same time, its harmony. View> 
its miffbty operations; With whatceffcainty 
do they take place! With wfia$ *«gi*i 
lality and uniformity 1 See its innnmerable 
proofs of infinite wisdom, almighty pawer^ 
unbounded goodness. ^ 

"When tho* behofetat these tfebggg 
innst thou not acknowledge the exislenee 
of a provttle^e? must thou not acfc^ow- 
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w What, ifvfee fe not now invariably pun- 
ished? What, if virtue is not now invariably 
rewarded? Can providence be perfect in" 
the natural, and must it not be so likewise 
in the moraKwortd?' ;.■•■-•*-• 

*>But remeiftber, that what thou now 
seest^ is bt»t a part, not the < whole of the 
plato of providence. It 1 is the season >off 
action* not of examination. It ii -thence nd 
of trial, not pfrewards^and<pdtiisbmeikt& 
"Let the otte ! b« Wmpteted, and the other 
wiftt'foWow. Jt would not «fe wise'ttt unite 
them; it is riot deemed «o bv= Haw. They 
aue atw«y& tef* ' dtethictj i!bothv»frdm <■$ 
principle of 1 policy, and; « ^ipriHcfylle of 

^W,hat, if with men, the 1 owe follows th# 
other irt quick; succession? atid< with JGod^ 
k does* not appear to be so? : 'Refeolieet; 
that with Odd, one dtoy teas'* *ho*«iJ^ 
eaftvand a'thotisadrf yeW ^giohe'oWt 
feeef>Wect, thkt^di it wilfajipearto* mortal* 
Ikyeafoar? f wb, en , by Ah& etilarjsr ettnen* < *f 
th<«r mental v*libn ? they 4Vill be efaabledk* 
take awimprehensive vieW> tf*teoq?<bd)* 

plan; see it perfect in every part, atift} 

pVoogodtaf by ^mfalfibl^priiicrptes, tolts 
^i^tte'compietjon; m • i *->» »i^«». ^i*>> 

• ^Pirttiiv continued the Genin^ Id alwayft 
" ' ;ing to €foi#; -vice fe al4via^abfcorrenfe 
'dae h^ wdlateured^rewaFdj'the dthef 
|#» wiflo#^<?dk»' wurtfeh. $§tfrtals n«pt 
ift*W<th*g r^n ttar oi»ft i^^^f frMtia 
*»** of *hftt>**ftiiabk? ^M^mtmmii 
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right at»t| "Itfroilg, in their' eWn^fcirttait^ 

And theft canooU .PbilaiKie*^ be morft 

perfect thaa their Maker. . 

t^lkiObey-shoukl remember, thai th* 

present is only a preparatory st<a$e.- i$er$ 

they are placed ©a; their, trial. Heretfter 

they will be examined a?s -to the nature, of 

#ievr actkmst and us iho:§e actions ^hiM 

have heea good, or evil, so will they receive 

at the hands, of their ju<4$e. : , . , \ , 

•:*'It is the doctrine, PbU a nder v o£ <chjrj$» 

*wnity$ttaMght in «vei*y page} in. th# f&ltft* 

«st* ! as yrelli *$ i this, motf, ifnppetsMte 

apapptir/iSMhat hfij who runs may *ea4«; t 

i *' A&d •jFefeollfjeti .op ^Ja&t *tbun&m> «**t* 

dence Christianity is founded; hovp.afea^ . 

arid e*mtfrt»ci*i#, fe$ w,decisitie wftl complete? 

p£tbe iniotit m»uu*e iitlhlrasnt of propltor 

pJW^Jfcfc >|h$. mo^t <a$to«tshia£ .displays of 

]pMfa<*tefc$ /©f the «hl*rae!ter of, the- prophetfc, 

&&i$ &h*isV and • his,apoMle$; of their 

t^h^ten coiKluot; in Uieirpwhhqimittist*^- , 

iJOHflDiif tfc*i e»ce||en«y f i0f 'ihei .preoeptl 

which! they tfcugte*; raroJiflfc thfii 4vmlt 

tff Bieeotte^^i^Q,. thftt riven: i^^emi* . 
dence justifies its proceeding. $kie wAp 
rtrwwftpfe f^rafbiel: 'but fts <*$ !*•#*!* 

.era^y jteMe*ahkf ^*rjfae £»$* ssi^r. . fctf* 
*efl»9^ ^ttV-it» e4Ji ,tf ;f*e4fci*ity yfeapj^t: 
fl?he 4 >4r<¥^/:of the -one^ fcower of &t*$ 
is fhegraee, *oti wfcmy* that* of th# *&*#* 

fo9^;fl m i ^ < ^ fc were ?t»fi to ssteet 
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kbtances from the annals of history ; fherjj 
are innumerable* > 

i "And let it be remembered, too, that 
vice has do real enjoyment, though it may: 
triumph; that virtue has a thousand most 
agreaole sensations, though it may suffer* 
©, it would not exchange that sweet conso «t 
W ton. that fills its breast, for alt the gilded 
tplgndonr that vice can display I ; 

, "Let it be remembered, also, that "vice* 
m its high career," has dreadful apprehen- 
tions of Che future; virtue^ in the midst o$ 
its sufferings, the most animating hopes* 
And what are these, but presages of their 
future destinies? what, but intimations, 
that to the one, it will be shame ana 
misery; to the other, honour and- bliss? : 
< "But, I repeat it, Philander, the present. 
is only the commencement of a vast plan. 
Wait, therefore, till all be completed*' 
and thou wilt have abundant reason to 
admire and adore. . In the mean time,- 
rest on the promises of thy holy religion? 
#well on its evidence; obey its preeeptsj 
*jnd thou art happy." » 

Wit is, it must be so, replied Philander^ 
#\4 1 will feioice."The Lord reigneth, let.' 
%kh earth rejoices let the multitude of 
afe» be glad thereof." For "though clouds 
•iad darkness are round abotIC him, righ-> 
tM0«tm^ssa*id judgment are the habitation 

- *^[iwill no- more kment thedeath of Mah 
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on <he happy fcverit. Her trembles are end- 
ed, her joys are begun. 
; "And as she did not live in vain, she did 
not die in vain. It was an interesting: death; 
it was an instructive impressive death; fall 
of the power and dignity of virtue; full of 
christian charity and hope. It could not 
hut affect the misguided Julian. It was 
surely intended as his guardian angel; 
\o lead him to goodness, to. happiness, 
to heaven. Say, heavenly Genius, what 
happy . eilect ; did it produce upon his 
©lind?" 

•."•Ah! Philander, replied the Genius, I 
grieve to inform thee I the very reverse of 
t^hat every good man might have wished. 
His infidelity and cruelty had brought the 
hapless Matilda to the grave; and uow, 
he indiijoed more and more in every spe- 
cies of pleasure. Nothing was to be heard 
#f , hut splendid banquets; nothing to be 
seen, but sights of pageantry and shew. 
And all this too* Philander, ere the 
remains of the unfortunate Matilda were 
consigned to the t6mb!" ; 

y" Impossible! exclaimed Philander; it 
surely could not be! Ruthless war bru- 
talizes every feeling; gives to every feature 
the aspect of ferocity; carries in its train 
devastation and destruction; strews its path 
pf blood with its pitiless mangled victims; 
<?overs the field 01 conflict with its multi-» 
tlftdes of slain; pile upon pile, in terrifiercoifer 








with gore: yet, even war itself, the scourge: 
of humanity, the demon of destruction, can 
suspend the dreadful carnage, to perform 
the obsequies of the dead. The din of arms; 
is hushed - confusion is no more. Silence 
and solemnity reign. Ferocity has taken 
its flight -sweet humanity exerts its kindly 
influence. The hand that but lately dealt 
tilt blow of death, now gently consigns it! 
victim to the grave. The eye that but lately 
flashed with fire, now glistens with a tear. 
"And can there be less decency, less feel^ 
ing, less pity, less reverence for the dead^ 
in civilized society; where war does not 
rage, where peace reigns, with charity an$ 
love, and every gentle and amiable virtue? 
Oh, surely 'tis impossible!" 

• "Incredible, replied the Genius, as it 
may appear, it was most true; and pity 
indeed it was, that it was true. 

• "But, Julian yet lives - he may repent; he 
may repent, and still be happy. 

• "And pity, I conjure thee, rhilander! by 
all the endearing charities of heaven, I 
eonjure thee! pity the wanderer; pray tor 
fos recovery; rejoice at his return, should; 
he return, to his heavenly Father. For "it 
is not the will of thy Father who is in hea- 
v«n,'that one of his little ones should perish." 
And "there is more joy in heaven over one 
sinner thatfrepenieth, than over ninety 
and nine just p&sons, that need no re- 
pentance" ■•.}■• ' ■ f 
i^'TIis w^*il$} Philander > it afcoidd hie 



m. *Ti» wisest, *tis loveliest, to:ptty the wan* 
derer. 'Tis God - like, to endeavour to 
reclaim him, and lead him to bliss. May this 
be my feeling, this my conductl 

41 But what, heavenly Genius, may be 
the future fate of Christiana? Must she not 
suffer for the sins of her rulers?" i 

"Be not mistaken, Philander, replied the 
{Senilis* Nations are not visited with dw 
vine judgments j unless the people are ge* 
nerally wicked. But this is not the case 
With Christiana. The great mass of the 
people revere morality and religion. It ia 
tally in- some of the higher circles that 
they are mere names; that the most sacred 
ef ties are rudely snapped asunder; that 
the holiest of vows is unblushing! y tram-* 
tiled in* the dust* It is only Mere that a hap- 
less female, a discarded friendless vviley 
hated by her husband, bereaved of father* 
toother, brother, daughter; "a lonely her- 
mit atom, on creation's verge; living, yet 
%riallied to kindred life;" shattered by 
Adversity, bowed down by. a weight o£ 
trouble j - it is only there that so unfortu-* 
tuuate a creature, so pity-moring an ob* 
jeet, can find 'calumniators, sknoerei*^ •* 
feemieSf persecutors* 

f '"Thtse rirethe w icJted, Philander, arhoser 
tins cry &k>ud to . heaven* A«d if the£ 
WJpent ootvthey will meet atsunadly suffer* 
-''Bufc &e grarfibpety of the people, am 
Untainted with their shocking; vices* 

eSty; t* d^tefeoiftbHl bj-Ojatt^weknCe 
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&f feelimr, which is of inestimable price m 
the sight of God. They would not make 
miserable; they would make fyappy. Thkyi 
would not break a bruised reed; they whould 
gently bind it up. God will bless them% 
Jiut the ©there, if they repent not, will he 
punish. .•....:.. \ 

"That nations suffer for the sins of their 
miens,. if they do not partake of those sins* 
i» not true. It is, however, true, that they 
suffer in consequence- of such sins. Nor can 
it possibly.be otherwise. . 
. "Vice is never united. with wisdom; it 
^ay be with cunning. It is the, cloud and 
inisfc of the muid.I fc^i veaa fol«e clircrtion tio 
its rays. It perverts every object that it 
foiews. Good is evil, evil good;wisdom.folry, 
iblly wisdom. ■■>..', i 

,i v Heace, vicious rulers iare enveloped in 
dcwktiess, and infatuated by. delusion, i 
; The measures* therefore, that they adopt^ 
me neeessa ri ly . dangficons and , pernicious: 
,-wisteaci of wise and politic, shallow anil 
superficial; instead, of jproadient and preo&i% 
tkms, rash and precipitate ; instead of eeo«* 
nomieal and provident; i lavish aud profli- 
gate; instead*) f mild and .0«uciliatory T hai'sH 
A»d irrigating; instead of just and : bede* 
*wlerat, tyrannical .and o^pre$»v£. . < : 
iiAWioBjiini itself, as cboflisioB^Bd anarchy* 
In its effects^sit- mnst'l^d;to?tltee is^m^i r 
f ^Its iidture ;being that of evil, /e^hnfltat 
ftfxiee^from-'itinia thousand drr^ctiottsn 
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r fSVTisery ib attendant, suffetrag-markfe its 

career. 
44 In short* Philander, it perverts every 

ithing, disarranges every thing, blasts -e- 

arery thing. 

•„ "Hence it is, that nations suffer for, or, 
in consequence of the wickedness of their 

rulers. 

. "And hence, too, that they decline, and 
fall to ruin; are blotted, front}. the iace of 

Abe earth, as though they had, never beet* 
- "If Christiana, therefore, should establish 

jier councils on wickedness, she will tall: 
if on righteousness, she will be prosperous^ 

<aiKi great, and happy, to the remotest peri- 
od of tune. . 

( "May she be good, that she may be wise! 
may she be wise, that she may be happy!" 

• . ! With this, the Genius vanished, and Phi- 
lander awoke; happy to find that all was 

r a dream; happy for the. credit of human 
nature; happy for the credit of his hory re* 

Jigion; that first best gift of God to man; 

•$hat sovereign remedy for every moral and 

-mental malady; that inspirer of the purest 

•joys in the present state, that reveaiec of 

*0verlastjwg felicity in a future world: . y 

.He had not,, however, dreamed iu vain* 

From the. excursions of fancy, in the mo* 

•ipetKt* ofreposn, he had learned several 
useful and important lessons* /. ' - " 

;v Fjrst; A single act of injustice, tvrettny, 
and oppression, may do more « Irijwry >t$ 

.ftei cause of (^j^tid^ty r ^mm^takp^ts 
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op the strictest profession, may do good-.' » 

Never was it more disgraced, than by 
ihe infamous proceedings against the uii-» 
fortunate Matilda. Never wereits interests 
.more betrayed. Never were the hands of 
•infidelity wore strengthened; no, not eveu 
.bvits most zealous advocates.. 

" Walk Worthy, therefbre,of the vocation 
'wherewith thou art called.'-' Make.it thy 
-Study to obey the precepts, and to copy 
the example of Jesus Christ. And *'let thy 
light so shine before men, that they may 
see thy good works, and glorify thy Father 
who fern heaven." 

Secondly; Think more favourably for 
the future, qf the character of mankind. 

There was much to abhor in the people 
of Christiana, but there was much more to 
.venerate and love. There were some, that 
persecuted Matilda with the most malignant 
and uureleuting hatred, but there were 
mrny more that viewed such infamous 
.persecutions, with the most perfect abhor* 
rewe.i Ifthere were a few. who trampled 
upon justice, there were many more that 
.appealed to; itjs : authority, as of sacred ob- 
ligation. If there were a few, .who. wet* 
grants and oppressors, there were vast 
numbers also of the friends of liberty 

. Be more, candid, therefore, for the futuijv 
'•in thy judgments of men.. , 

.Thirdly; Guard well thy heart againpt 
^he 1 alhirenients of jpieasrrel ' * 

, '1% «a^ J>en,ce fb$ Juliapi.felfe; : ai»l bei*& 
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tod, T&e consequences of that utffortuiwte 
fall; iris violating the marriage vow; his 
discarding his la vvtut wife; lm ; persecuting 
het? after wards; the wounds which his 
example inflicted on the morals of the peo- 
f)le^tfee tlissentions of the -kingdom-; the 
dishonour done to religion; the tinpttral*- 
4/ fedswfferuigs of Matilda -through life; aiid, 
lastly, her lamentable and premature dealt If . 

*Iiet him, therefore^ that thinkefch he 
"fctamiethy take heed lest he fall.'* And if lie 
'tyoiikt not fall; let him beware -of the de- 
ceitful allurements, of the siren, pleasure; 

Fourthly; Be not too sanguine in thiu6 
^expectations of worldly hapiuess. 

How bright was the' morn of Matilda! 
'How dark and gloomy her day! Wkh 
•what pitiless fury did the tempest heat 
upon her bead! How cheering and flat*- 
:tering were bier openi ag prospects! How 
soon, how grievously were they blighted! 
What did they promise, but joy after joy, 
in endless succession! What did- they ret- 
ali'ze, but the most poignant afflictions 
through life! ' ? ; * 

• <Be moderate, therefore j in thirie*ixpec« 
tortious ©tfthfe future. ! •««•■ - 




t'Who'hirilds an lets than an zrtimbrial base.) 
Fondas he seqms; condemns fiis joys to fledifc? 

fttfTHLY; Vi'.tue is the gooqV l<x which 
w&s &Mhat Supported "Mat ilda through 
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her arduous conflict. It was this that gave 
her comfort and consolation, in the midst ^ 
of calumny and persecution. It was this that 
inspired her with courage, to hrave her 
'malignant enemies. It was this that won 
her the esteem and affection of the people 
of Christiana. It was this* in fine, that en-* 
abled her to look forward with hope and^ 
confidence, to the last great day; to that" 
solemn and final tribunal, where the inno- 
cence of the innocent, will appear as the: 
mid-day sun; and the guilt of the guilty, a& 
the midnight darkness; and where all wilt 
receive, without respect of persons, aocord- 
ing to their deeds. 

"Follow thou, therefore, that which is- 
pood; and who is he that shall harm thee?" 
"Thoushalt not be afraid for the terror by 
nightV n©r for the arrow that flieth by dajy* 
nor for the pestilence that walketh in dark-* 
ness; nor for the destruction that wastetft 
at .nowaday." And "though thou walk 
through the valley of the shadow, of death* 
thou shalt fear no evil: God shall be with 
thee; his rod, and his staff, they shall comfort 
thee." And "thy short afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, will work for thee a 
far more exceeding, and eternal weight of 
glory.* t 

Lastly; Though proper and virtuous, 
to abhor vice; it is a duty, generous and 
noble, Vo pity the vicious. * 
They are creatures of God. They are in 
search of happiness. They mistake the path 
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inwhich* it is found. Could they be convinc- 
ed, that virtue. was indispensable to its ex- 
istence, they would not any.longer tread the 
paths of vice. They would quickly leave 
them, for those of virtue. For 'happiness is 
the wish of all that live; the first, the last, the 
most ardent wish of the human breast. 

• *Pray, therefore, for their recovery; seek: 
their recovery by every possible means. 

* And tememher, that "he who conyertetb a 
pinner from the. error, of his way, shall save 
a soul from death, and shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins." , > '•'.'•■ 
•Such, were the '; lessons which Philander 
had learned from his eventful diream; and 
such were the lessons, that,, with the: bless- 
ing* of God, he was* resolved td practice 
to theenddf his life». . 

: Jhave only to add, L*et tis,myvcbrjhstiaii 
friends* go and do likewise; Awd may the 
blessing of God follow us through ;life, 
and he -owr everlasting portion in the realm* 
#f bllssi Amen*- - ..: , ; 






• ■ 



i ■*■ 



runs* •• * ' * „ 



Carveri, Printer, NantwicK* 



I 




-»». ' * , 



-—»«-. m ■ «> 






J 



